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Introduction:

The European Union’s political system is built around consensus democracy. This means that it
wants to include as many parties as possible, which represent the large political spectrum of all
member states. This means that extremist (mainly far-right) parties can also become important
parts in EU decision-making. Support for far-right parties had increased in 22 out of the 27
member states in the 2024 European elections, and if independent members of parliament (not
associated with a member state) are excluded, far-right parties now hold just over a quarter

(26%) of seats in the European Parliament (Becker).

According to a report by the European Council, in this context, the far right is used to describe
populist, radical, national-conservative, and ‘extreme’ variants of right-wing politics. These
parties are on the outer right edge of the ideological left-right spectrum. These parties have also
increased their influence on a national level, where they are either ruling parties or have formed
coalitions in several EU member states. While the parties have not shown an overwhelming
success in EU elections, far-right politicians are becoming more present in key EU decision-
making areas, such as the European Council and the Council of the European Union (or Council

of Ministers), where national governments discuss and shape EU policies (Mdiller).

This shows that far-right parties are not just opposition but also influence regulations and
governance. This influence varies amongst parties; however, core beliefs and positions remain
standard, such as Euroscepticism, anti-immigration policies, digital laws, and opposition to

deeper European integration of the EU (Becker).

Definition of key terms:



Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU): The treaty was signed on 7 February 1992
in Maastricht, the Netherlands. It is also known as the Maastricht Treaty. Article 7 is a legal
mechanism allowing the EU to suspend certain rights of a member state if it seriously breaches
EU values such as humanitarian rights, the rule of law, and democracy (Council of the European

Union).

Cordon sanitaire: A political strategy used to exclude extremist parties from influence by

refusing to cooperate with them (Becker).

Council of the European Union (Council of Ministers): An institution where national
ministers from each EU country meet to negotiate and adopt EU laws and coordinate policies
(Becker).

Digital Services Act (DSA): It was adopted on 19 October 2022 and fully applied in February of
2024. It is an EU law regulating online platforms to increase transparency, limit harmful content,
and combat disinformation. There are speculations that this is a form of censorship (Corporate

Europe Observatory).

Economic Nationalism: An ideology prioritising domestic industries, jobs, and economic

control over global cooperation.

European Council: An EU body made up of leaders (presidents/prime ministers) of all member
states. It does not create laws. There is no “cordon sanitaire” here. Only a formal sanction is

provided for in Article 7 (Becker).

European Parliament: The EU’s legislative body, directly elected by citizens. It debates,

amends, and votes on EU laws and supervises the other institutions (Becker).

Euroscepticism: Criticism of or opposition to the EU, often advocating reduced integration or
withdrawal from EU policies and promoting national sovereignty. An example is Brexit

(Alexandris).

Far-right political parties: Parties positioned on the extreme end of the right-wing spectrum.

They often promote nationalism. (Mdiller).



National sovereignty: The principle that a country has full control over its own affairs without

external impacts.

Populism: A political approach claiming to represent the ordinary people against perceived
corrupt parties. It is an approach used by many right-wing parties, claiming that they are for the

native citizens (Mumford).

Rule of law: The principle that all individuals and institutions are subject to and accountable

under the law (Miiller).

Sanctions: Sanctions are penalties or restrictive measures imposed by states or international
bodies (like the UN or EU) to enforce international law, change behaviour, or signal disapproval,

often targeting specific governments, entities, or individuals (Zaken).

Background:

Causes for the rise of extremist far-right parties:

1. Immigration: Immigration has been one of the most prevalent causes for the rise in popularity
of far-right parties. In quotes, the 2015 migrant crisis, which brought a large number of refugees
from the Middle East and Africa, “intensified anxieties about national identity, economic
competition and national security.” Parties such as the Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD) in
Germany and the Rassemblement National (RN) in France “leveraged these fears to position
themselves as defenders of national sovereignty, advocating stricter border controls and policies

aimed at preserving what they framed as traditional European values (Mumford).”

The events of 2015 continue to shape European politics. It is used by extremist parties as a
method of “grievance-driven campaigning” (Woods), creating cultural and economic anxiety.
Extremist parties frequently use these events to talk about concerns such as terrorism, crime,
and cultural change, often targeting Muslim communities and portraying migration as an

existential threat to European cultural identity (Pohl).

2. Economic grievances: Many voters, especially in deindustrialised and rural areas feel left

behind by increasing globalisation. The 2008 financial crisis increased inequality and caused
resentment towards mainstream (mainly central) political parties. Far-right parties used this

anger and presented themselves as “champions of economic nationalism (Mdiller), whereby



they promised to prioritise the needs to the native citizens as opposed to international

companies and trades (Woods).

Research also underscores that feelings of financial insecurity, regardless of income, have led
to increased support for far-right political parties. These insecurities can be things such as
anxiety over bills or the inability to cover unexpected costs. Therefore, this explains the rise of

extremist political parties in wealthier member states too (University of Cambridge).

3. The youth: A striking recent development is the fact that many young voters have now also
started to vote for right-wing parties. This is an enormous change from the assumption that the
youth would normally vote for parties which have more progressive ideologies (more left-wing)
(Woods).

Other than xenophobia, many young Europeans face a cost-of-living crisis, precarious labour
markets, and housing shortages. Youth unemployment has increased to rates above 20% in
Spain, Greece, ltaly, and Sweden (Keane). In this case, far-right politicians blame immigration.
They are presumably the only ones recognising the problem and claim to be consequently

benefitting the interests of these young voters (Woods).

Social media has further helped get this message across. The use of TikTok, for example,
allows far-right parties to get their message across to young people. It is noticed that far-right
politicians are more active and have been quicker and more agile in using social media as a

means of communication than many other mainstream parties (Woods).

4. Feelings of distrust: Furthermore, there is a large feeling of distrust with the mainstream

parties felt by many people in Europe. Across Europe, there is an increasing feeling that
traditional mainstream parties are more detached from the concerns of the native citizens. Far-
right leaders portray themselves as outsiders, willing to challenge the existing systems
(Mumford).

Many nationalist parties argue that EU policies “undermine national sovereignty” and impose
regulations which “do not align with interests of individual member states.” According to an
article by the Atlas Institute, “this sentiment has been particularly strong in Central and Eastern
Europe, where governments such as Poland’s and Hungary’s have clashed with Brussels over

issues related to judicial independence, immigration, and national governance. In Western



Europe, parties such as the Netherlands’ Party for Freedom (PVV) and Belgium’s Vlaams
Belang (VB) have also capitalised on Eurosceptic sentiments through advocating for policies
that prioritise national decision-making over increased European integration.” Therefore,
countries governed by such parties propose leaving the EU. This has its benefits, as well as

drawbacks.

Cordon sanitaire:

For decades after World War Il, the cordon sanitaire kept far-right parties away from the EU.
However, six EU countries, Italy, Finland, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, and the Czech Republic,
now have (extreme) right parties in government, while in Sweden, the minority coalition means
that the governing parties must rely on the right-wing Swedish Democrats. In the Netherlands,

PVV had spearheaded as the most right-wing government in recent Dutch history (Keane).

Alongside, Hungary’s Victor Orban (who has now been replaced after a 16-year rule) was joined
at the European Council by like-minded Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico. This shows
increasing normalisation of these parties. Such examples can be seen in Germany, where the
Christian Democratic Union leader Friedrich Merz pushed for tougher migration measures

during elections due to the growing popularity of the right-wing AfD (Alexandris).

Challenges the EU faces with the rise in extremist political parties:
Far-right parties often challenge core EU values, respect for human dignity, freedom,
democracy, equality, the rule of law, and human rights. In Hungary and Poland, conflicts of

interest have already triggered Article 7 proceedings.

When talking about migration, Orban took drastic steps, not allowing any persecuted migrants to
enter Europe through Hungary. This led to a 1 million euro fine. Far-right parties push for stricter
border controls and tougher integration conditions. Their influence has already contributed to

more restrictions in EU migration pacts and deals with third-world countries (Keane).

Furthermore, the rise of far-right parties prevents EU enlargement, particularly against
enlargement toward the Western Balkans, Ukraine, and Moldova. The public is particularly
“afraid” of enlargement in Western European member states. Parties in France and Austria have
consistently linked enlargement to concerns about potential implications on migration, crime,

and national security. This is especially seen in countries with large Muslim populations (France,



Germany). Russian disinformation campaigns have fuelled fears that Ukraine’s membership
would disrupt European agriculture, a claim which is repeated by several Eurosceptic parties in
member states which are net contributors to the EU budget, including Austria, France, and the
Netherlands (Becker).

Alongside these challenges, experts argue that the EU Digital Services Act (DSA) has become a
focal point for right-wing parties, as well as other political actors, Trump-aligned organisations,
and parts of the Big Tech industry. The DSA is an EU law made to increase transparency and
accountability for online platforms, targeting risks such as hate speech and disinformation. This
has become a focal point, raising concerns about “free speech.” Right-wing parties portray the
DSA regulation as censorship. Experts also suggest that major tech and social platforms want to
resist stricter EU oversight due to limits on platform autonomy, and right-wing politicians are

actively using these narratives in the EU debate (Corporate Europe Observatory).

Finally, far-right parties increasingly debate against climate policies, portraying them as costly
and harmful to farmers and workers. It is important to note that the main drive or emotion most

right-wing parties base their ideologies on is nationalism (Alexandris).

Timeline of Key Events

1945-1950s — Post-World War |l efforts to prevent extremism; early European integration

begins.

1992 - Maastricht Treaty establishes the European Union

2004-2007 - EU enlargement to Central and Eastern Europe. Political diversity increases.
2008 — Global financial crisis triggers economic dissatisfaction and political instability

2015 — European migrant crisis fuels rise of far-right support across member states. Germany’s
Angela Merkel becomes a prime spokesperson for migration, debatably increasing the

popularity of right-wing parties.
2016 — Brexit highlights the growing Euroscepticism trends.

2019 - European elections show growing support for nationalist and far-right parties.



2020-2022 - Rule of law disputes with Hungary and Poland escalate, Article 7 discussions

intensify

2022 - Russian invasion of Ukraine influences EU security and causes debate and clash

between parties on EU enlargement

2024 - European Parliament elections: far-right parties secure 26% of seats (Council of the

European Union).

Major parties involved:

European Union Institutions: The European Union and its institutions (Commission,
Parliament, Council) aim to maintain unity, democracy, and the rule of law. They can pass laws
and legislation, enforce rules (such as Article 7 of the Maastricht Treaty), but are ultimately
limited by member states’ own governments. Far-right extremist parties believe that the EU

should be less involved in the matters of the member states (Becker).

Hungary: Hungary was led by Viktor Orban for 16 years, and during this rule, it promoted
nationalist policies and has challenged EU rule of law. It can veto EU decisions at the Council
level. It has strongly opposed former German Chancellor Merkel’s stance on immigration,
denying access for persecuted persons and illegal immigrants through Hungary (Keane). It also

faced Article 7 proceedings in 2018 (Parliament).

Poland: Poland faced action under Article 7 in 2017 when its Law and Justice party (PiS) issued
reforms in the country. Member states feared its judicial reforms threatened the rule of law. The

case was stalled and eventually eased after political changes in Poland (Michelot).

Germany: Germany had Chancellor Angela Merkel, who believed Europe to be a fortress and
was pro-immigration (Pohl). However, Germany also includes far-right parties such as
Alternative flr Deutschland, which has gained a great deal of support by opposing immigration
and EU policies. As a result, during elections, CDU leader Friedrich Merz also pushed for tighter

migration laws (Alexandris).

Italy: Governed in part by right-wing coalitions, some of these parties hold influential positions in

the EU institutions, influencing EU policymaking (Alexandris).



Relevant UN treaties, resolutions, and reports:

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (UN General Assembly) — 2018
Global Compact on Refugees (UN General Assembly) — 2018

Non-UN:

Digital Services Act (EU) — 2022

Treaty on European Union (Maastricht Treaty) — 1992

Previous attempts to solve the issue:

Article 7 proceedings: As mentioned, article 7 proceedings were initiated by the European
commission against Poland in 2017, and Hungary in 2018. It was believed that reforms within
the countries led to breaches of EU values such as judicial independence and democracy.
However, member states could not agree on the imposed sanctions, and eventually, discussions

were stalled (Michelot).

Rule of Law condition: This was imposed in 2020, when it was established by the European
Commission that countries risk losing access to EU funds if they violate core EU values

(European Commission).

Cordon Sanitaire: Also, as mentioned, this is something which has been implemented since
the beginning of the EU to omit the presence of extremist ideologies. However, increasing

presence of far-right parties has made the exclusion of extreme ideologies harder.
Possible solutions:

Strengthening Rule of Law: The EU could reform Article 7 procedures or emphasise financial

consequences to ensure more fear/action to violation of EU values.

Addressing the Causes: Policies could be implemented targeting inequality and youth
unemployment, to target and reduce the popularity of right-wing extremist parties, and address

the voters’ dissatisfactions.



Migration Policies: The EU could develop a migration framework keeping everyone’s interests

in mind, like tighter security, but not neglecting key humanitarian values completely.

Engagement With the Public: Increasing civic education and youth participation to bring back

trust in the EU and counter anti-EU narratives constructed by extremist parties.
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