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Introduction: 

The Republic of Cyprus is a country located on an island in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. 

It has a population of 1.4 million people and has been part of the European Union since 

2004. Cyprus is a divided nation due to the ongoing internal dispute between the Turkish 

and Greek Cypriots since 1974. The conflict took place as these two communities had 

different ideologies for the future of Cyprus. The Greek Cypriots identified themselves with 

Greece, while the Turkish Cypriots represented themselves with Turkey, as per the Western 

idea of nationalism under the reign of the British Empire from 1878.  

Following the independence of Cyprus in 1960 from the British Empire, the country has 

remained fragile, with failures in almost all solutions proposed to unite the communities. The 

result of a collapse in power-sharing agreement between the two, just years after their 

independence, prompted the UN deployment of peacekeeping forces. Since then, Cyprus 

has witnessed a coup sponsored by Greece and a Turkish invasion to protect the Turkish 

Cypriots from oppression and harm. This introduced the de facto state of ‘The Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), hence permanently dividing the Republic of Cyprus in 

the south and TRNC in the north. 

The United Nations control the buffer zone between the two communities, known as the 

‘Green Line’, which has been effective in reducing aggression from both sides. Cyprus is 

considered a ‘Level 3 travel advisory’ by countries such as the United States due to the 

heavy political instability and stall in negotiations for new agreements since 2017.  Current 

disputes over gas reserves and illegal drilling by the north have caused the EU to consider 

such actions illegal and urgently seek the two Cypriot communities to find a solid solution to 

resolve the conflict.  

 

 

 

 



 

Definition of key terms: 

De Facto  

A term used to describe a situation or entity which is not necessarily officially recognised by 

the law. The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) is a state only recognised by 

Turkey but not by any other UN member state, hence a de facto state.  

Buffer Zone 

A region of land which is considered a neutral space between two conflicting forces, such as 

the Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The buffer zone in Cyprus is known as the “Green line” to 

manage conflicts and reduce aggression from both sides to prevent casualties and de-

escalate tensions. 

Coup 

An immediate and illegal capture of power by a group sponsored or sent by a government. It 

involves the military and is usually a move to take over a country. 

UN Peacekeeping Forces 

The United Nations Peacekeeping Forces are a group of international military and civilians 

who aim to restore peace in a conflict area. They are sent out by the UN Security Council 

and help to protect civilians and reduce violence in such areas, and then are recalled when 

peace seems to be restored.  

Constitution 

Fundamental set of laws and rules which help structure the government and govern a 

country. It is a rulebook on how the country must be ruled.  

Sovereignty 

The full power and authority of a state or country to rule and decide how they work and be 

able to make its own set of laws without the interference of external parties or countries.   

  

 

 

 



 

Background: 

The ongoing conflict between the Republic of Cyprus and the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus has had strong historical roots dating to the British Empire. When Cyprus became a 

colony under the rule of the British in 1878, a lot of Western ideologies were implemented in 

Cyprus. This grew the passion for nationalism amongst both Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 

The Greek Cypriots placed their interest in a movement called ‘Enosis’, a Greek term to 

unite Cyprus with Greece. On the other hand, the Turkish Cypriots were in favour of a 

movement called ‘Taksim’, a Turkish term which opposes Enosis as it calls for Turkish and 

Greek Cypriots to partition and form different countries, as seen in figure 1. The different 

ideologies for the future of Cyprus are the root of the ongoing conflict to date. 

 

Fig. 1 - The Economist. “Intractable—or Insoluble?” The Economist, 27 Nov. 2014, 

www.economist.com/europe/2014/11/27/intractable-or-insoluble. Accessed 29 Apr. 2026. 

 

 



 

In 1955, a Greek Cypriot organisation called ‘EOKA’ fought a guerrilla war against the British 

Empire. The goal was to unify Cyprus with Greece as per the Enosis movement. To combat 

such a movement, the British recruited Turkish Cypriots to fight against the Greek Cypriots, 

which undeniably increased ethnic tensions between the two communities. This British tactic 

of divide and rule proved to be efficient as the war extended for 4 years, especially since the 

Turkish Cypriots did not want to unify with Greece. Eventually, in 1959, the British could no 

longer have power over Cyprus because of the strong support for the EOKA by the Greek 

population, which led to the independence of Cyprus from British Rule. Although it wasn’t the 

goal of the Greek or Turkish Cypriots, independence was finally agreed upon in 1960, but 

they still had their goals set in mind. The constitution made in 1960 eventually collapsed in 

1963, due to the Turkish Cypriots fearing that the power-sharing agreement was largely 

against them.  

In 1974, Greece initiated a coup to unify Cyprus with itself by sending highly military officers 

to do so. This had the support of almost all the Greek Cypriots as they were enthusiastic of 

such an idea since the rise of nationalism. The first step was to remove the president, 

Archbishop Makarios III, and to give power to a pro-Enosis Greek Cypriot politician. This led 

to extreme violence and oppression against the Turkish Cypriots, which consequently 

increased inter-communal tensions. This triggered the Turkish Army to invade Cyprus to 

protect the Turkish minority on the island. They controlled over a third of the island, and the 

coup eventually collapsed, which led to the permanent partition of the Turkish and Greek 

Cypriots and a large displacement of people on both sides. In 1983, the Turkish Republic of 

Northern Cyprus declared independence from the Republic of Cyprus, as they believed they 

didn’t have security or the ability to govern themselves, with the often inter-communal 

violence between the Greek and Turkish Cypriots. Only Turkey recognised the TRNC, but 

not a single other country recognised this partition.  

There have been many attempts to solve this conflict, ranging from negotiations to fully 

planned solutions. Peace talks have been held multiple times over the last few decades but 

have been stalled numerous times to continue. The latest one was also the largest setback 

as the Republic of Cyprus alleged Turkey to be exploring gas fields illegally in the south and 

such actions were condemned by the EU and the UN. Turkey has also been alleged of 

illegally drilling in Northern Cyprus for gas and oil despite warnings and protests from the 

Cyprus government. The new leader of TRNC, Ersin Tatar, is a strong anti-reunification 

politician who won’t engage in further negotiations unless TRNC is given international 

recognition and sovereignty, such as the Republic of Cyprus. The Greek Cypriots have a  



 

current stance of wanting a reunified Cyprus where both Turkish and Greek Cypriots can live 

together, while the Turkish Cypriots or TRNC have mixed opinions but are heavily in favour 

of a two-state solution where they will gain their own independence.  

 

Timeline of Key Events 

 

Date 

 

Description of event 

 

1878 
Cyprus in no longer under the rule of the 

Ottoman Empire but now the British Empire 

  

1914 Cyprus is officially a British colony after being annexed. 

  

1955 
Greek Cypriots begin a war with the British Empire for Cyprus to 

become a part of Greece.  

  

1960 

Cyprus gains independence from the British Empire since the Turkish 

and Greek Cypriots reach agreement over a new constitution. 

Archbishop Makarios is elected as the president of Cyprus.  

  

1963 

The constitution set in place by both communities collapses as the 

Turkish feared the constitutional changes would alter the power-

sharing agreement. Violence begins between the two communities.   

  

1964 UN sends in the peacekeeping forces to restore peace 

  

1974 

Greece backs a coup which forces Turkey to invade Cyprus. A 

partition is formed between the north and the south known as the 

‘Green Line’. 

  

1980 The UN sponsors peace talks between the two sets of Cypriots.  

 

 

 

 



 

1983 

 

The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) is formed but is 

only recognised by Turkey.  

January 2002  

 

UN sponsored negotiations between the Greek and Turkish Cypriots 

resume after a long period of stalled talks. This was due to 

aspirations to gain EU membership. 

 

May 2004 

 

Cyprus is one of the 10 new countries who gain EU membership. 

 

June 2012 

 

Cyprus appeals to the EU for financial assistance after the Greek 

economy falls into recession. They receive a 10 billion euros bailout 

from the EU and International Monetary Fund. 

 

October 2014 

 

Peace talks are suspended between Cyprus and Turkish Cypriots as 

Turkey illegally explores gas fields in the south. This raises tensions 

which seemed to have cooled off in the past few years.  

 

July 2017 

 

Another set of peace negotiations fail between the two sides.  

 

September 2021 

 

Turkish Cypriots claim further negotiations regarding the future of 

Cyprus. However, these will not take place unless the TRNC is 

internationally recognised and given sovereignty.  

 

Major parties involved: 

The Republic of Cyprus 

The Republic of Cyprus represents the Greek Cypriots in the south of Cyprus and is the 

internationally recognised side of Cyprus with an approximate population of 700,000 people. 

They are the majority of the population hence have dominated the government since the fall 

of the constitution in 1963. They are culturally and historically rooted with Greek identity such 

as language and traditions. The Republic of Cyprus was founded in 1960 after their 

independence from British Colonial rule which unified the island. A power-sharing structure 

was agreed upon where the president was a Greek Cypriot and vice-president was a Turkish 

Cypriot. After the fall of the constitution in 1963, The Republic of Cyprus only represented 

the Greek Cypriots as the Turkish Cypriots formed their own de facto state. The goal of The  



 

Republic of Cyprus is for a unified Cyprus by removing Turkish troops in the northern part of 

Cyprus whom they consider to be occupying Cyprus. The Republic of Cyprus holds EU 

membership and has the backing of the international community and the EU when it comes 

to financial and political support.  

The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 

The TRNC represents the Turkish Cypriots in the north of Cyprus and is a de facto state only 

recognised by Turkey. It was established in 1983 and represents a population of 200,000 

Turkish Cypriots. They are too culturally and historically rooted in Turkish identity, such as 

language and traditions. They believe that Turkey is more of a protective force than an 

occupying force, as the Greek Cypriots believe. They have always feared domination by the 

Greek Cypriots politically and population-wise, which has caused them to turn to Turkey for 

protection, especially during the coup by Greece in 1974. Their goal is to have the same 

political equality as the Republic of Cyprus, as they don’t want to be seen as just a minority 

in Cyprus. In recent times, the de facto state has been strongly in favour of independence 

rather than a two-state solution, as the elections were won by an anti-reunification politician, 

Ersin Tatar, as they believe it provides more structural stability and security.  

European Union 

The European Union has played a major role in this ongoing conflict by proposing 

solutions and providing incentives to make reunification of Cyprus more appealing. The 

EU only has control over the Republic of Cyprus, as only they have EU membership. 

They receive financial investments and incentives, such as trade and funding for 

development, from the EU. They don’t want TRNC to fall behind in development and, 

therefore, have provided over €555 million in aid and funds for structural development in 

the north. The goal is to make reunification between the North and South more attractive 

by providing financial incentives to both sides. The EU makes up for 34% of Cyprus’s 

exports and 59% of imports. They are strongly in favour of a bizonal, bicommunal state 

solution and have backed other proposed solutions from the UN, such as the Annan 

plan.  

Greece 

Greece had played a major role in the 20th century to ensure Cyprus became a part of 

its own by conducting a coup with the Greek Cypriots. Their goal was to support the 

Greek Cypriots and their interests while also ensuring stability in Cyprus. The coup in  



 

1974 conducted by Greece was the reason why the Turkish intervened and how the 

ongoing conflict got worse by permanently separating the two communities across the 

buffer line. They now support a peaceful power-sharing framework through diplomacy, 

although they had different interests in the past. The trade between the Republic of 

Cyprus and Greece has grown over the years, and so has the dependency. The Cypriots 

felt the huge impact of Greece's economy plummeting in 2012 and requested the EU for 

financial assistance. Greece also acts as security for the Republic of Cyprus and will not 

hesitate to deploy troops to protect the Greek Cypriots.  

Turkey 

Turkey has played a huge role in the ongoing conflict and hasn't necessarily had a 

positive impact. They have strong power in the north amongst the Turkish Cypriots and 

politics in the TRNC. They are seen as an occupying force by the Republic of Cyprus 

and the EU, while they are seen as a protective force by the TRNC. They invaded 

Cyprus in 1974 after Greece conducted a coup, justifying it as a way to protect Turkish 

Cypriots from Greek oppression. Their main goals are to protect the Turkish Cypriots, 

maintain a strategic military presence in Cyprus and support the two-state solution rather 

than the reunification solution. They are the only country that fully recognises the de 

facto state of TRNC and in recent times have been alleged of illegal gas explorations in 

the south and north of Cyprus.  

 

Relevant UN treaties, resolutions, and reports: 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 155, 24 August 1960 (S/RES/155) 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 193, 9 August 1964 (S/RES/193) 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 451, 15 June 1979 (S/RES/451) 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 541, 18 November 1983 (S/RES/541) 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 1251, 29 June 1999 (S/RES/1251) 

●   UN Security Council Resolution 1818, 13 June 2008 (S/RES/1818) 

 

 



 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

Annan Plan 

This was the only attempt that almost solved this issue, and hence is important to be 

mentioned. It was a UN-presented plan in 2004, which enabled both the communities to 

remain as different states but under the same constitution and the same country. It was 

made to somewhat satisfy the needs of both sides by creating a power-sharing arrangement 

with a president and vice-president who must be from different states and to be voted in. It 

focused on returning some of the land the Greek Cypriots believe they lost during the 

invasion in 1974, while also reducing the number of Greek and Turkish troops on the island 

to stabilise security risks. The Turkish Cypriots were very much in favour of accepting this 

because it would have increased their economic power, political power and say in the 

government and would still allow Turkey to have a say in limited things. The Greek Cypriots 

were against the plan as they believed that Turkey would have political say in the way the 

government or diplomacy works; it didn’t blame Turkey for the illegal invasion in 1974, and 

the reunification cost of €20 billion would be completely on them. They found this plan to 

favour Turkish Cypriots, and hence, even after 5 different versions of the plans were 

developed, they were finally rejected. 

High-Level Agreements  

The high-level agreements are talks that took place between the leaders of both the Greek 

and Turkish Cypriot communities in 1977 and 1979. They agreed on forming a bizonal and 

bicommunal Cyprus, similar to the plan above. They set very promising and strong 

foundations for this plan to go ahead, but couldn’t agree on how the land and power could be 

shared, which eventually ended these negotiations. The most recent talks from 2020 are in a 

similar stage but both the communities cannot agree on a single solution as the Greek 

Cypriots want reunification, but the Turkish Cypriots want independence and sovereignty, 

something that has changed immensely over time.  

 

Possible solutions: 

There are some promising solutions which can still be implemented even if they didn't work 

out well the first few times. The most realistic solution is the bizonal and bicommunal 

federation, where the two communities will be different states under the same name. This 

has the potential to be the most promising solution, but due to disagreements over power  



 

sharing and land distribution, it has caused problems in the past. A properly structured plan 

where both sides get what they want, or even to some extent, will perhaps set the 

foundations for this solution in the future.  

Another solution is the largely discussed two-state solution, where the TRNC will be 

recognised alongside the Republic of Cyprus. This is an internationally less favoured plan as 

countries aren’t willing to see Cyprus split into two countries, but reunified. This solution 

should only be used in extreme situations, but it will cause economic and internal hardships 

for both communities, slightly more for the Turkish Cypriots, as they aren’t part of the EU or 

internationally recognised.  
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