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Introduction:

The Middle East is one of the most historically and culturally diverse regions in the world. It has
been an area of homes to a wide range of different ethnic, religious, and linguistic groups for
thousands of years. Many of these groups have developed and kept unique languages,
traditions, and unique identities over the years. These groups include, but aren’t limited to,
Kurds, Yazidis, Assyrians, Armenians, Druze, Copts, and a couple of Jewish and Christian
communities. However, despite of all this diversity, a lot of minority groups in the Middle East
are faced with ongoing challenges. These include discrimination, political marginalization, forced
displacement, and in some cases, violent persecution (The Cultured Jinni (A History & Culture
Channel)). Conflicts in countries like Syria, Irag, and Yemen have caused these situations to

become even worse and increase, which often puts minority groups at greater risk.

Additionally, some governments have policies that prevent personal minority rights, such as
limiting the use of minority languages, restricting religious practices, or failing to provide equal
political representation and opportunities. This issue is extremely important because the
protection of minority rights is a fundamental part of the international human rights laws. When
minority rights aren’t respected, this can lead to instability, conflict, and the loss of valuable
cultural heritage. Protecting these rights isn’t only a moral obligation, but also a key factor in

order to maintain peace and stability in this Middle Eastern region (Fox).

This topic specifically focuses on the role of international cooperation in addressing these
challenges. International cooperation involves collaboration between different countries,
international organizations, like the United Nations (UN), and non-governmental organizations
(NGO). By working together, the global community can provide support, help to enforce

standards, and encourage governments to protect the rights of minorities.



Definition of key terms:

Minorities: Minorities are groups in a large population that are different from the majority of the
people when it comes to ethnicity, religion, language, or culture. These groups are usually
smaller and might have less power or influence in the political and social systems of the country.

Minorities aren’t always defined by just numbers, but also by their position within their society.

Cultural rights: Cultural Rights are the rights of individuals and communities to preserve,
practice, and develop their cultural identity. This includes traditions, customs/norms, art, and
heritage. These rights help to ensure that minority groups can keep their unique identities

without being interfered with or disturbed.

Linguistic rights: Linguistic rights are the ability of a person/communities to speak in their
native language freely. This includes using the language in education, government, media, and
daily communication. Protecting linguistic rights helps to prevent the loss of languages and

cultural identity.

Religious rights: Religious rights are the freedom to practice, express, and change your
religion or beliefs. This includes the right to worship, build places to worship, and observe

religious traditions or celebrations without being discriminated against or persecuted.

International cooperation: International cooperation is the process of countries and
organizations working together to address global issues. This can include creating treaties,
providing aid, sharing information, or coordinating policies to achieve common goals and

demands.

Discrimination: Discrimination is unfair/unequal treatment towards a person or a group of
people based on their characteristics. These can include ethnicity, religion, or languages. It can

happen in many different forms, such as laws, social behavior, or access to different resources.

Persecution: It is a more severe form of discrimination that involves systematic mistreatment. It
often includes violence, forced displacement, or the denial of people’s basic rights. It is usually

directed towards minority groups during times of conflict or political instability.



Cultural Heritage: Cultural Heritage includes physical sites, like monuments and buildings, and
intangible elements, like traditions, language, and rituals. These physical sites and elements are

passed down through generations and help to form people’s cultural identity.

Sovereignty: Sovereignty means that a state has authority to govern itself without any external
interference. This concept is important in debating when it comes to international cooperation,
since countries might resist outside involvement/interference in more domestic and internal

issues.

Diaspora communities: Groups of people who live outside of their original country or

homeland but still maintain a strong connection to their culture, traditions, and identity.

(Cambridge University Press)

Background:

Historical diversity in the Middle East

The Middle East has been a point for civilizations, religions, and cultures for a long period of
time. Empires like the Ottoman Empire have allowed multiple religious communities to co-exist
together under systems like the millet system (which granted certain rights to religious
minorities). However, the collapse of these empires and the creation of modern nation-states
often disrupted this balance in the area. In addition, many borders in the Middle East were
drawn during the 20" century after the First World War. These borders didn’t always reflect the
distribution of different ethnic and religious groups, leading to tensions that continue today

(Britannica).
Rise of nationalism and its impact

In the 20" century, many Middle Eastern countries adopted nationalistic ideologies that
emphasized a single dominant identity, which was usually based on ethnicity/religion. Even
though nationalism helped to unify some of these states, it still sometimes excluded the minority
groups and limited their rights. Some examples include that some governments promoted a
single official language. This reduced the amount and usage of minority languages. Religious
minorities were also sometimes excluded from political power. Furthermore, cultural differences

were seen as threats rather than strengths (Danforth).



Conflict and instability

Recent conflicts have had devastating impacts and major effects on minority populations and
communities. Wars in Iraq and Syria, and the rise of extremist groups, have led to widespread
displacement and violence. One of the most crucial examples is the targeting of the Yazidi
community by ISIS in the year of 2014. Thousands of people were killed or enslaved, and many
of them were forced to flee their homes, displacing them. Similarly, Christian communities in
Iraq and Syria have majorly declined because of persecution and migration. These conflicts not
only threaten lives but also the cultural heritage of these groups. Historical sites, religious
buildings, and cultural artifacts have been destroyed, leading to losses that are impossible to

reverse (“Conflicts in the Middle East: Key Facts and Consequences | Open Arms”).
Legal and political challenges

In many Middle Eastern countries, legal protection for minorities is limited or enforced poorly.
Some of these key challenges include the lack of recognition of minority languages, restrictions
on religious practices, limited political representation, and weak judicial systems to enforce
rights. Even when there are laws that exist, enforcing these laws is often very inconsistent (“A
History of Conflict in the Middle East’).

Role of international cooperation

International cooperation plays an extremely important role when it comes to addressing these
challenges. Organizations like the United Nations, UNESCO, and a number of NGOs work
together to provide humanitarian aid, monitor human rights violations, promote education and
cultural preservation, and support dialogue and conflict resolutions. However, these
international efforts can sometimes face challenges, including political resistance, a limited
amount and access of resources, and concerns/issues when it comes to sovereignty

(Britannica).



Timeline of Key Events
11 November 1918: End of WW1 (armistice) & redrawing of Middle Eastern borders
10 December 1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted

16 December 1966: International Covenants on Human Rights adopted by the UN General

Assembly

18 December 1992: UN declaration on minority rights adopted

20 March 2003: Irag’s war begins, leading to instability affecting minorities
15 March 2011: Syrian Civil War starts

3 August 2014: ISIS begins attacks on Yazidis in Sinjar

16 June 2016: UN formally recognizes Yazidi genocide

2020s (ongoing): Continued displacement and cultural loss in the region

(This Is History)

Major parties involved:

United Nations (UN): The UN is responsible for promoting global peace and human rights.
Through councils like the Human Rights Council (HRC), it is able to investigates violations and
creates frameworks for protecting minorities. It has significant influence, but its ability to enforce

decisions is limited at certain times.

UNESCO: The focus of UNESCO is on education, science, and culture. It plays a key role in
protecting cultural heritage and promoting linguistic diversity. It also works and aims to preserve

historical sites and traditions that are threatened by conflicts.

Middle Eastern governments: These governments include but aren’t limited to Iraq, Syria,
Iran, and Turkiye, and they have a responsibility for protecting minority rights within their
borders. Their policies vary widely, with some providing protections and others imposing

restrictions.



European Union (EU): The EU supports minority rights by funding, and through humanitarian
aid, and diplomatic pressures. It usually works together with international organizations to

promote human rights standards and foundations.

Minority Rights Group International: This is an NGO that advocates for minority rights
globally. It conducts research, publishes reports, and raises awareness about human rights

violations in these cases.

United States: The US plays a significant role through foreign policy, including sanctions, aid,

and diplomatic efforts aimed at protecting these minorities.

Local minority communities: These communities are communities that are directly affected by
the issue, and they often advocate for their own rights. Their involvement is essential in order to

create effective and sustainable solutions.
(Britannica)

(“Middle Eastern Minorities: Between Integration and Conflict”)

Relevant UN treaties, resolutions, and reports:

e Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

¢ International Covenant on civil and political rights (1966)

¢ UN declaration on the rights of persons belonging to minorities (1992)

e UNESCO World Heritage Convention (1972)

e UNESCO convention for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage (2003)

e Various UN human rights council resolutions on freedom of religion

(“UN Documents for Middle East, Including the Palestinian Question”)



Previous attempts to solve the issue:

Previous Attempt 1: UN Declaration on the Rights of persons belonging to minorities
(1992)

This declaration was created by the United Nations General Assembly (UN GA) and is one of
the most important international frameworks/foundations for protecting minority rights. It was
developed by the UN member states, and it was supported by international human rights
bodies. It outlines the rights of minorities to enjoy their own culture, practice their own religions,
and use their own language freely. It also encourages governments to take positive
measures/steps in order to protect these rights in their countries. The framework of this
declaration was applied at a global level, including countries in the Middle East, and it is
regularly used by international organizations and NGO’s to advocate for protecting these

minorities and communities.

However, this attempt was limited because it wasn’t legally binding. This means that countries
aren’t required/obligated to follow it. There are also no enforcement mechanisms to punish any
violations that happen. Also, some governments prioritize national unity or security over the

rights of the minorities that they have.

Something that could be done better next time is turning similar declarations into binding
international agreements. This way, countries and governments would be obliged to protect
these minority groups and allow them to freely express their own cultural identity. Also, they
could create monitoring systems to track whether or not countries are following and listening to
these declarations. Furthermore, consequences and sanctions could be created and introduced

to address violations that are committed, or if countries aren’t following this.

(“Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic

Minorities - Main Page”)
Previous Attempt 2: UN and NGO humanitarian aid in conflict zones

Organizations like the United Nations (UN), the Red Cross, and NGOs such as Minority Rights
Group International have provided humanitarian aid to minority populations that have been
affected by conflict, especially in Iraq and Syria, as mentioned before. These efforts include
delivering food, medical aid/assistance, shelters, and emergency protection for the displaced

communities, including Yazidis and Christians targeted by extremist groups. These actions and



efforts mainly took place in the areas and zones where there was conflict and refugee camps,

with lots of support from international donors and governments.

This attempt was also limited because it was mainly focused on short-term emergency aid and
relief instead of long-term protection. It also doesn’t address the root causes of the issue, such
as discrimination or the lack of legal rights. This means that this effort only temporarily helps the
minority groups instead of preventing the situation from occurring again in the future. Access to
the affected areas was also often restricted because of ongoing conflict, meaning that people

there aren’t always able to receive aid and assistance when they are in need of it.

This attempt could be improved by combining humanitarian aid with long-term development and
protection plans. They could also ensure that there is continuous support being sent out, not just
during the conflict but even after it ends. Increased coordination between the different
organizations would also improve the effectiveness of this plan, as it would allow for more
effectiveness and would make it easier to create a long-lasting difference for these

communities.
(“Minorities and Indigenous Peoples | UNHCR)
Previous Attempt 3: UNESCO cultural heritage protection programs

UNESCO has led efforts to protect cultural heritage in the Middle East, including historical sites,
languages, and traditions. This includes designating world heritage sites and supporting
programs to preserve endangered cultural practices and traditions that are at risk of
disappearing. These initiatives involve cooperation between governments, experts, and
international organizations. These attempts have been very important in countries like Iraq and
Syria, due to the cultural sites that have been damaged or even destroyed during times of

conflict.

These efforts are limited because UNESCO has no actual authority or power to prevent
destruction during conflicts that are active. They are only able to attempt preserving or
protecting them after the issue has calmed down. Also, many cultural sites were destroyed
before any protection measures could be implemented, leading to the likely permanent loss of

them. The limited funding also restricts the scale of these preservation and protection projects.

This could be improved for next time by increasing international funding and resources for

cultural protection, increasing the scale of preservation and protection efforts. Emergency



Protection strategies for heritage in conflict zones could also be developed to allow for
protection and preservation during ongoing conflict, and not just after conflict. UNESCO could
also strengthen and increase international accountability and responsibility for the destruction of

the cultural sites (General)
Previous Attempt 4: National-level reforms and policies

Some Middle Eastern countries have tried/attempted to improve minority rights by setting
national laws and reforms. An example is that Irag has recognized certain minority groups in its
constitution and reserved parliamentary seats for them. These attempts are implemented by

governments and local institutions in the country.

This is limited because the laws that were set were usually not properly enforced or
implemented. Minority groups also still face social discrimination and exclusion in Middle
Eastern countries, despite these recent reforms and recognitions. The political instability in the

region also weakens the implementation levels, making these attempts not as effective.

To improve this, if it is done again or if the issue is addressed again, the governments can
strengthen the mechanisms for legal enforcement to improve the implementation. They can also
promote collaborative and inclusive governance and representation. They can also support

reforms more through international monitoring and help.

Possible solutions:

Possible Solution 1: Strengthening international legal frameworks

Delegates should consider the development of binding international agreements that require
states to protect the cultural, linguistic, and religious rights of these minorities and communities.
These frameworks can include enforcement mechanisms, monitoring systems, consequences

for violations to ensure accountability, or even newly developing approaches.
Possible Solution 2: Promoting inclusive education systems

Education systems should combine and incorporate minority languages, history, and culture into
national schooling. This would help to preserve the cultural identity while also reducing

discrimination and promoting tolerance within societies.



Possible Solution 3: Enhancing cultural preservation efforts

More increased funding and international cooperation should be directed to protect cultural
heritage sites, languages, religions, and traditions. This includes both physical preservation (for

example, the sites) and the safeguarding of intangible cultural practices.
Possible Solution 4: Improving monitoring and accountability

The UN and other international organizations or bodies can expand systems to monitor human
rights violations and hold governments accountable. This can include regular reports,

investigations, and international pressure techniques.
Possible Solution 5: Encouraging dialogue and inclusion

Governments should be encouraged to engage in dialogues with minority groups and
communities to improve understanding of their needs, concerns, and issues. Promoting
inclusive governance and participation can help when it comes to reducing tensions and

building long-term stability
Possible Solution 6: Supporting displaced minority communities

Delegates could consider a solution that gives long-term support for refugees and individuals
that are displaced, including access to education, employment, and cultural preservation in

diaspora communities
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